Hogs’ Daryl Macon says central Arkansas 
deserves more respect. — Sports, 1C 


Aromatic herb pulls double duty, 
in garden, on plate. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Mason Wells, 20, a mis- 
sionary from Sandy, Utah, 
who escaped injury at the 
2013 Boston Marathon 
bombing but was hurt in 
the 2016 Brussels bombing, 
released a video to tell his 
attackers that, “By forgiv- 
ing you and getting past 
the events of that day, I’ve 
become a stronger person.” 


E Andrea Ramsey, a for- 
mer business executive 
and a Kansas Democrat, is 
dropping out of her race for 
Congress over a since-dis- 
missed 2005 federal lawsuit 
accusing her of sexually ha- 
rassing a male employee, an 
allegation she called “a lie.” 


E Jordan Perry and Dan- 
ny Place, two Bangor, Maine, 
police officers who traveled 
to Washington, D.C., to take 
part in Wreaths Across 
America, agreed to pick up 
a 14-week-old rescue border 
collie puppy named Tessa 
and take it back to Maine for 
a woman in time for Christ- 
mas. 


H Lori Saine, a Colorado 
state lawmaker, won’t be 
prosecuted for having a 
loaded handgun as she went 
through security at the Den- 
ver International Airport af- 
ter a district attorney found 
no criminal intent when she 
“forgot the firearm was in 
her purse.” 


E Ibrahim Raba, manager 
of a Gaza Strip restaurant, 
said he hasn’t had any takers 
for the 80 percent discount 
he’s offering North Koreans 
to show his appreciation for 
their country’s rejection of 
President Donald Trump’s 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. 


E Zoobia Shahnaz, 27, a 
Pakistani-born resident of 
Brentwood, NY., faces bank 
fraud and other counts after 
federal prosecutors accused 
her of laundering bitcoin 
and other cryptocurren- 
cies, and wiring the money 
overseas to help the Islamic 
State group. 


E Devante Frazier had his 
car stolen after he stopped 
along an Oklahoma City 
street as he hunted for the 
Pokemon Go character 
“Geodude” and left his keys 
in the ignition when he got 
out to capture the virtual 
creature. 


H Jeffery Memmott, fore- 
man of a jury in Fairfax, Va., 
said jurors passed the hat to 
collect $80 to pay the fine 
of a 19-year-old maid they 
had just convicted of steal- 
ing three rings from a house 
she was cleaning, calling the 
theft a youthful mistake. 


E Julio Escobar, 24, a Ter- 
rebonne Parish, La., sheriff’s 
deputy, used his own mon- 
ey to pay for a motel room 
for a homeless couple and 
their dog so they could have 
a warm place to spend the 
night, and got a handwritten 
“thank you” note from the 
couple when they checked 
out the next day. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny and mild. 
High 59, light 
southwest 
winds. 
Tonight Rain, 
thunderstorms 
developing. 
Low 42. 
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Campus 
gun rules 
approved 
by panel 


Firearms in dorm 
rooms stir debate 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas State Police 
rules for an “enhanced” 
concealed-carry licensing 
program cleared their last 
legislative hurdle Friday, 
bringing the state one step 
closer to allowing gun own- 
ers to take their weapons 
onto public college campus- 
es and into bars and other 
public buildings. 

Nearly two hours of de- 
bate saw two unusual allies 
try to defeat the rules and 
spike the implementation 
of Arkansas’ so-called 
campus-carry law, Act 562 
of 2017, which lawmakers 
passed in the spring toward 
the end of a regular legisla- 
tive session. 

Democrats raised con- 
cerns during the debate 
that the rules were written 
to allow guns inside dormi- 


tory rooms, 
LAWMAKERS which they 
again vote not said violat- 
to move ahead ed the legis- 
with dicamba lative intent 
restrictions. of the law. 
Page 1D. Some Re- 

publicans, 


on the other hand, said the 
rules weren’t needed at all 
under a plain reading of the 
Second Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution. 

But the Legislative 
Council, in a 24 to 12 vote 
with ayes cast by Repub- 
licans and some centrist 
Democrats, overcame the 
opposition and approved 
the rules, allowing the 
state to move toward is- 
suing the enhanced-carry 
licenses. Those who want 
enhanced licenses will have 
to take additional training 
and meet marksmanship 
requirements to prepare 
them for active-shooter sit- 
uations. 

The extra training can 
begin once instructors 
take their additional tests 
required by the rules, ac- 
cording to a state police 
spokesman. 

Some concealed-carry 
license instructors have 
said they don’t like the en- 
hanced-license rules, which 
require them to offer both 
the regular and additional 
courses. 

Rep. Bob Ballinger, 
R-Hindsville, attempted to 
alleviate those concerns, 
promising that lawmakers 
would return during the fis- 
cal session early next year 
to amend the law and make 
the courses optional for in- 
structors. 

But opposing Repub- 
licans said implementing 
rules could have immedi- 
ate consequences if gun in- 


See GUNS, Page 3A 


Tillerson says N. Korea 
must ‘earn’ way to talks 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Amer- 
ica’s top diplomat stepped 
back Friday from his offer 
of unconditional talks with 
North Korea, telling world 
powers that the nucle- 
ar-armed nation must earn 
the right to negotiate with 
the United States. 

Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson’s declaration be- 
fore the United Nations Se- 
curity Council marked an 
about-face after he proposed 
discussions with Pyongyang 
without preconditions earli- 
er this week. That overture 
was almost immediately re- 


AP/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE 


Kevin Brady, chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, said Friday he was “con- 
fident” the Senate would back 
the compromise tax bill. 


Yet, 3 in party remain undecided; 2 ailing 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Re- 
publican lawmakers Friday 
said they had secured the 
votes of two high-profile 
holdouts for their tax over- 
haul plan, putting them clos- 
er to their first significant 
legislative victory this year. 

GOP leaders hope to pass 
their $1.5 trillion tax cut along 


party lines and send it to 
President Donald Trump by 
Christmas. 

On Thursday, the bill’s 
fate seemed uncertain, when 
Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida 
objected to the size of the 
bill’s child tax credits, and 
Sen. Bob Corker of Tennes- 
see expressed concern about 
the plan’s effect on the U.S. 
deficit. 

But on Friday, Rubio said 


a revised, more generous 
child tax credit had won his 
support, and Corker said he 
would vote for the legisla- 
tion despite the cost of the 
tax cuts. 

“This is happening. Tax 
reform under Republican 
control of Washington is 
happening,” House Speaker 
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin told 
rank-and-file members in a 


See TAXES, Page 7A 


Trump ratchets up FBI criticism 
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He declares 
Russia probe 
‘disgraceful’ 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump esca- 
lated his criticism of the FBI 
on Friday over its investi- 
gation of possible links be- 
tween Russia and his cam- 
paign, adding a new round 
of his own complaints to a 
growing conservative effort 
to discredit the inquiry. 

“It’s a shame what’s hap- 
pened With ee 
the FBI,” the 
president 
told report- 
ers on the 
South Lawn 
of the White 
House be- 
fore leaving for an event at 
the FBI Academy in Quan- 
tico, Va. “We’re going to re- 
build the FBI, it’ll be bigger 
and better than ever, but it 
is very sad when you look at 
those documents, and how 
they’ve done that is really, 
really disgraceful, and you 
have a lot of very angry 


WHITE HOUSE 
urges Moore 
to concede, 
but he says 
‘battle not 
over. Page 2A. 


President Donald Trump sits with FBI Director Christopher Wray at graduation ceremonies Friday at people that are seeing it.” 
the FBI Academy in Quantico, Va., after launching a scathing attack on the FBI. 


See FBI, Page 2A 
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AP/MAJDI MOHAMMED 


Palestinian protesters clash with Israeli troops Friday in the West 
Bank city of Nablus amid unrest over President Donald Trump’s 
recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. Numerous 
protests Friday left four Palestinians dead and an Israeli officer 


wounded. 


butted by White House of- 
ficials. 

Still, Tillerson had 
planned to reiterate his call 
at a special U.N. ministerial 
meeting on North Korea at 
the council Friday morning. 
His prepared remarks had 
suggested only that North 
Korea would have to under- 
take a sustained halt in its 
threatening behavior before 
talks could begin. But Tiller- 
son changed the script. 

“North Korea must earn 
its way back to the table,” 
Tillerson told the foreign 
ministers. “The pressure 
campaign must and will con- 
tinue until denuclearization 


See TILLERSON, Page 8A 
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Little progress seen 
in rewriting NAFTA 


Next round of talks said to be crucial 


ANDREW MAYEDA, 

JOSH WINGROVE 

AND ERIC MARTIN 

BLOOMBERG NEWS 

The U.S., Mexico and 
Canada are heading into 
2018 with no clear plan for 
saving the North American 

Free Trade Agreement. 
Negotiators wrapped up 
their latest round of talks Fri- 
day in Washington without 


closing any new chapters of 


a revamped accord. While 
officials made headway on 
issues such as telecommu- 


nications and e-commerce 
this week, according to peo- 
ple familiar with the talks, 
the parties haven’t finalized 
agreements on even minor 
issues since October. 

The lack of progress 
makes the goal of reaching a 
deal by March seem increas- 
ingly unrealistic. 

“People have to be plan- 
ning for what they do in a 
worst-case scenario,” said 
Robert Holleyman, a partner 
at Crowell & Moring who 

See TRADE, Page 7A 
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Sitting Friday beside Mark Field, British minister of state for Asia and the Pacific, U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson (right) addresses the U.N. Security Council. On Tuesday, Tillerson said he was 
ready to talk with North Korea “without preconditions,” but by Friday he had changed his position. 


